                                                             May 21st.

                                    writing to Father Migliorini.

I am recalling the last conversation I had with you” and your de-

sire for me to say if I am aware of having done some good to souls.

Yes. Through the goodness of God, yes. It is at least very 

uncertain that I have done so through my own merit, except for a few

Buses Where it is clear because in those instances I have paid personally.

Until 1923, I tried to take souls towards goodness, but to a purely

human goodness. I showed myself to be upright, serious, and rather

good, so as to lead others to be the same. But I was not looking to

supernatural ends. It was an activity I can say involved amendment

 limited exclusively to a code of human morality The idea of

doing something pleasing to God, of doing something useful to

souls, was far from my way of acting. I obeyed my naturally upright

instinct, also taking pleasure in being cited as a model. This, in all

probability saved me from taking false steps. It was perhaps the

natural result of so many pure prayers offered in childhood and

later in adolescence, at school, which obtained for me the capacity

to remain good, at least according to the human conception, and

ihus to lead others to be good

Then, when the light shone in me, I understood that it was necessary

 to raise goodness from the natural plane to a supernatural

level, concerning oneself not with the utility which may come from

being good in this life, but with the utility flowing there from in

eternal life. I understood that we must be good and lead others to

be so, not for our joy but “to do Jesus a favor.”

That’s it. Having found this truth, I found everything, and every

thing changed. With my whole mode of existence grounded upon love.

look at Mary my Mother, the Humble One par excellence, and I,

Maria, as small as an ant in comparison to Her, imitate Her by

singing the Magnificat, for in me, too, the Lord, not looking at the

smallness of his servant, has done great things!

